South Sumter High School

Government & Economics Course Syllabus
Mrs. Jennifer Hooten
(352) 793-3131 ext. 82343
Jennifer.Hooten@Sumter.k12.fl .us
Course Design and Objectives:
Economics - Economics is the study of the choices and decisions people make about how to use the world’s resources.  Understanding economics will help you make informed decisions for yourself and assess the decisions made by others.  This course is designed to help you understand key economic principles and to show you those principles in action in the real world.
Course Organization:

· Unit 1: Basic Economic Introductions - How does our society allocate our scarce resources to satisfy our wants and needs?
· Unit 2: Consumerism - How do we apply economic theory to everyday purchasing, budgeting, and saving for the future?
· Unit 3: Microeconomics: Economic Markets, prices, and business competition - What role does supply and demand play in our daily economic life?
· Unit 4: Macroeconomics: Measuring Economies - How does government make sure we are “measuring up” to the rest of the world? 

American Government - Using our U.S. Constitution as our nation’s game plan, you will gain knowledge of the major components that make up the American governing system.  The historical perspective of its development, as well as the role, structure & functioning of the three branches of government will also be explored. We will compare political and economic systems of government; examine forms of state and local governments, and components of the civil rights system. 
Course Organization:

· Unit 1: Constitutional Foundations-What are the origins of American Government?
· Unit 2: Public Opinion and Political Beliefs- How do citizens participate in U.S. Government?
· Unit 3: Constitutional Branches-How is the U.S. Government organized and how does it carry out its duties?
· Unit 4: Comparative Government-How does the U.S. Government & foreign policy compare to other governments around the word? 
Required Text: 
1) O'Sullivan, Arthur. Economics. Pearson, New York, NY: Pearson, 2018. Print.

2) Shea, Daniel M. Magruder's American Government. New York, NY: Pearson, 2018. Print.

Materials needed daily:

Textbook, laptop, pen/pencil, notebook paper, highlighters, 2 folders or 1 binder, 8 tab dividers.  
YOU NEED TO PASS THESE COURSES TO GRADUATE IN MAY!!!
Technology: Students will need to complete a technology usage agreement form to use school laptops and computers. 

· Class Notebook, Microsoft 365, Teams
· Textbook App

· Student Access to Skyward: Check your grade each week.

Grading Policy:
This course is project and test based and graded accordingly. Classroom attitude and attendance do affect academics. Quality and quantity of work completed are both essential.  

Grading Scare


Class Weight



A  90-100


Test/Quizzes Class work/Homework  86%





B  80-89


Final Exam 14%   (unless you’re exempt)
C  70-79


Unexcused absences = no more than 59% credit on all work.


D  60-69



**Suspensions & tardy hall count as an unexcused absence.
F  59-0






· Absences & Late Work - Following an absence, you have 3 days to submit a note to the office excusing your absence. Missed assignments can be made up for all absences, however, it is your responsibility to request make-up work. You will have 1 day to make up work for each day of absence from class. Unexcused absences (including suspensions) will be allowed a maximum of 59% credit for makeup work. Late work may be submitted for a 65/D at best.  No late work will be accepted beyond 7 days of the due date or after the grading period ends.
· Professional Portfolio - The senior portfolio project is a place to organize key components, accolades and goals to help you be more prepared for success after high school.   This project is worth 300 points & is due in the Spring.  Portfolios must be turned in on or before the due date!!
· Exam Policy: Any student who violates the SSHS exam exemption policy will be required to pass the final exam with a 75% or better. If a student does not earn the required grade, they may file for an appeal, otherwise, they will receive a 59/F for the course.  Students with 10+ unexcused absences are NOT eligible for an appeal!  Don’t let senioritis get the best of you!  

· Use of Video Clips & Movies:  Throughout the government & economics courses, several video clips & movies will be used to enhance & clarify material.  
Expectations:
ALL school rules are applied to this classroom. If you have any questions, please refer to your student handbook.  According to STATE LAW, cell phones should be out of sight during instructional time – this means the whole period.  Lap tops are the only electronic devices allowed.  Passes will be issued as needed; with 5 minutes between classes, there should be plenty of time to use the restroom. 

Show up on time.  Be prepared.  Be respectful to yourself & others.  
Act like an adult & I will treat you like one!
South Sumter High School

Government & Economics Course Syllabus
Mrs. Jennifer Hooten
(352) 793-3131 ext. 82343
Jennifer.Hooten@Sumter.k12.fl.us
Please return this Student-Parent-Teacher contract with appropriate signatures to Mrs. Hooten. This will be your first grade in the grade book.

We have read and agree with the Course Syllabus, the requirements, and the Assignments for Government and Economics at South Sumter High School. 
By signing below, both the student and the parents acknowledge the following: 

1. SSHS attendance requirements and impact of unexcused absences on grades

2. Grading structure

3. Use of technology

4. Late work policy 

5. These are graduation required classes 

6. Requirements of the senior portfolio 
___________________________________

___________________________________

Print Student Name



Print Parent/Guardian Name

___________________________________                      ___________________________________
Student Signature



Parent/Guardian Signature

___________________________________

___________________________________

Student Cell Phone Number



Parent/Guardian E-mail address 

